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Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1955* 

Onoe  again  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  the  most 
prevalent  of  the  infectious  diseases.  There  is  little  that  can  be 
done  at  present  in  the  way  of  preventive  measures  to  reduce  the 
incidences  of  measles.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  however,  to  remind 
the  populace  that  measles  should  not  be  regarded  in  a  light  hearted 
way  as  a  trivial  childish  complaint.  The  fever  itself  may  be  quite 
severe  and  the  after  effects  can  lead  to  future  ill  health.  It  is 
advisable  that,  in  all  but  the  most  trivial  of  cases,  medical  aid 
should  be  sought, 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  is  progressing  well  and 
it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  younger  age  groups  have  been 
particularly  free  from  the  infection  during  the  past  year  or  so. 

Those  cases  which  are  recorded  are  from  the  older  age  groups,  mostly 
school  children  who  have  by  reason  of  their  age,  not  been  immunised. 

It  came  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year  that  the  disposal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occuring  amongst  the  visitors  at  one 
or  two  holiday  camps,  was  not  being  dealt  with  quite  as  one  would  wish. 

In  these  closed  communities,  often  with  a  high  percentage  of  children, 
there  is  a  very  real  risk  that  quite  nasty  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  could  easily  occur  and  onoe  established  they  would  be  very 
difficult  to  step  until  the  camp  closed  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

As  members  of  the  Health  Committee  will  recall,  this  matter  was 
thoroughly  discussed  during  the  past  'closed  season'  and  advice  on 
this  matter  was  circulated  to  all  camps  prior  to  the  start  of  this  year's 
activities.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  help  to  make  the  possibility 
of  outbreaks  of  epidemics  in  the  holiday  camps  still  more  remote. 

In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I  undertook  inspections 
of  most  of  the  holiday  camps  and  caravan  sites  during  the  summer. 

Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  found  to  be  of  high  irder. 
Where  defects  were  found,  the  Managers  showed  every  co-operation  in 
remedying  them.  Adequate  medical  attention  is  provided  in  most  camps 
either  by  resident  nursing  staff  or  through  the  services  of  a  local  doctor* 

In  my  report  for  1954?  I  mentioned  the  difficulties  we 
were  experiencing  in  administering  the  'well  water  cyanosis'  prevention 
scheme.  A  wider  acquaintance,  by  those  concerned  with  this  scheme,  has 
eased  our  difficulties  somewhat -but  this  is  a  problem  which  will  nut 
be  solved  until  the  use  of  mains  water  is  universal.  Great  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  year  in  extending  the  water  mains.  Hew  mains 
supplies  were  made  ...vailablo  during  the  year  to  Mutford,  Rushmere, 

Gisleham,  Henstead  and  Wrentham  by  extension  of  the  Local  Authorities'  mains. 


2. 


The  birth  rate  is  a  little  lower  than  the  previous  year, 
but  is  about  the  average  taken  over  a  longer  period.  Similarly,  the 
death  rate  is  low  this  year  but  is  about  the  average  for  the  past  few 
years.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  brain  and  heart  disease  remain  the 
primary  causes  of  death.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number 
of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  is  very  small  indeed. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  the  housing 
survey  was  completed  during  the  year.  The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  1954  called  for  a  special  effort  in  this  direction  and  over  five 
hundred  houses  were  inspected.  The  decision  of  the  Council  to  allocate 
80 1°  new  Council  house  accommodation  for  rehousing  those  displaced 

from  buildings  condemned  in  this  survey,  is  a  most  creditable  one  and 
will  enable  progress  to  be  made  in  a  sphere  which  has  for  long  received 
little  attention. 


ihe  Council  will  be  well  aware  of  the  ever  increasing  number 
of  oaravans  which  are  being  used  for  holiday  accommodation  in  the  area. 

The  extent  of  the  inspecting  which  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  these 
are  kept  in  a  hygienic  condition  is  indicated  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
report  and,  as  I  suggested  before,  frequent  and  regular  checking  is  very 
necessary?  otherwise  the  most  undesirable  insanitary  conditions  could 
soon  arise.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  we  rarely  receive  complaints 
from  visitors,  of  the  accommodation  they  have  occupied  and  this  speaks 
well  for  the  general  standard  of  accommodation  offered  in  this  area. 

What  complaints  are  received  are  promptly  followed  up  and  it  has  been 
possible  in  all  cases,  where  the  complaint  is  a  just  one,  to  have  the 
fault  remedied. 

That  section  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  report  dealing  with 
Public  Cleansing,  draws  attention  to  the  very  great  amount  of  work 
involved  in  this  sphere.  In  an  area  in  which  sewage  schemes  have  not 
so  far  been  required,  the  removal  of  wastes  will  be  an  every  increasing 
financial  burden  as  more  and  more  development  occurs.  This  development 
is  taking  place  rapidly  in  many  parts  of  the  district  and  one  looks  forward 
to  the  completion  of  the  various  schemes  which  are  under  consideration, 
so  that  the  burden  can  eventually  be  eased. 


I  am,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  C.  GEE. 


August,  1956. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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General  Statistics  § 


1X1.  Ud  9  9  9  9  O  O  0  0  9  9  9  9  O  0  O  9  9  9  9  0  9 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  (mid-1955) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at  31st  December,  1955 
Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  December,  1955  •  ■>  •  ••• 


44,653 

15,240 

5,340 

£72,103 


Vital  Statistics s 


LIVE  BIRTHS  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

Male 

Female 

187 

92 

95 

11 

8 

3 

198 

100 

98 

Comparative 
far  England 

15.0 

resident  population  mid-1955  14*5  (Adjusted) 

STILLBIRTHS 


Lothingland 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  12.9  (Crude) 


Total  Male  Female 
5  5 


DEATHS  per  1,000  estimated  9 »6  (Crude) 

population  7*9  (Adjusted) 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Total  Male  Female 

6  3  3 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
FOUR  WEEKS  OF  AGE 


Total 

Male 

Female 

4 

3 

1 

Causes  of  Death.  Male 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  8 

Leukaemia  1 

Diabetes  - 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  17 
Coronary  disease,  angina  11 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 

Other  heart  diseases  5 

Other  circulatory  disease  5 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

c/f.  69 

k. 


Female 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

15 

7 

4 
11 

5 

4 

5 

1 


64 


11.7 


Total 


3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 

1 

32 

18 

7 

16 

10 

6 

12 

3 

2 

1 

3' 

133 


acres 


figure 
&  Wales. 


Causes  of  Death.  (Contd.) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

b/f . 

69 

64 

133 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

4 

11 

Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

77 

70 

147 

Comparative  Table  for 

the 

oast  five 

years  % 

mk 

1^52 

mi 

1954 

1955 

Population 

0  • 

15,090 

14,960 

15,040 

15,190 

15,240 

Births 

•  0 

219 

194 

194 

227 

198 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

•  0 

14.4 

13.0 

12.9 

14.9 

14.5 

•  0  «  0  •  0 

•  • 

170 

164 

149 

175 

147 

Death  Rato  per  lOOo 

•  • 

11.3 

11.0 

9.9 

11.5 

7.9 

Infant  Deaths.. 

«  0 

10 

3 

4 

3 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

•  0 

45.6 

15.5 

20.6 

- 

— 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES, 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  various 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  the  yehr,  Figures  for  1954  are  shown  in 
brackets  s 


Carlton 

Colville 


Kess ingland 


Wrentham 


omorleyton 
el ton  k 

District 


No.  of  Children  who  first 
attended  during  the  year 

(a')  Under  1  year 
(b)  1-5  years 

Total  attendances? 

(a)  Under  1  year 

(b)  1-5  years 


26  (14) 

32  (26) 

7  (5) 

74  (91) 

1  (16) 

21  (  8) 

-  (14) 

49  (171) 

201  (78) 

130  (141) 

153  (15) 

339  (254) 

207  (159) 

144  (158) 

103  (38) 

630  (595) 

Attendances  at  tho  Welfare  Centres  have  been  well  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  Requests  for  new  centres  were  received  from  the 
parishioners  of  Bradwell  and  Hopton  and  I  am  pleased  to  bo  able  to  report 
that  at  the  time  of  writing  Centres  in  these  parishes  are  now  in  operation. 


BOMB  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  by  far  tho  most  popular  of  any,  and 
demands  «n  it  continue  to  increase. 

The  total  number  of  hours  worked  was  7? 983*  compared  with 
5,981  last  year.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  most  of  tho  help  was 
provided  for  cases  of  sickness.  This  is^in  contrast  to  what  happens  in 
an  urban  district,  where  it  is  the  old  folk  who  require  the  most  assistance. 

Analysis  of  Help  Provided. 


Maternity 

Tuberculosis 

Old  Age 

Sickness 

No.  of  cases  assisted? 

1 

— 

14 

14 

Hours  worked  ? 

88 

— 

2,966 

4,869 

5 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  throughout  the  year  in  the  various  parishes:- 


PARISH 

Measles 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

t 

1  Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

- — 

I  Erysipelas 

i 

Malaria 

b 

O 

jj 

£ 

0 

m 

& 

rH  S3 

03  *H 
fH  X 

0  0 

&£ 

0  Ph 

Barnby 

1 

Belton 

mm 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Benacre 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Blunde  st  on 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bradwell 

- 

17 

- 

- 

-  ■ 

2 

- 

Browst on 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Burgh  Castle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carlton  Colville 

4 

3 

M 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Corton 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Covehithe 

4 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Easton  Bavents 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Flixton 

— 

— 

- 

— 

-• 

m 

— 

Frost enden 

2 

11 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Frit ton 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gisleham 

2 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Henham 

5 

- 

— 

— 

<• 

— 

— 

- 

Henstead 

- 

*  1 

.  -  ■ 

-  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Herringfleet 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hopton 

2 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hulver 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kessingland 

5 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Lound 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oult  on 

«• 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Reydon 

11 

2 

~ 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

South  Cove 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

St.  Olaves 

— 

1 

*a* 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Ugge shall 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wangford 

36 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wrentham 

22 

4 

*“* 

1 

" 

1955 

111 

62 

3 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1954 

114 

49 

9 

12 

1 

0 

- 

2 

1953 

30 

33 

18 

8 

2 

- 

- 

2 

% 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord.,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  upon  the  work  of 
the  Department  in  1955*  The  two  main  objectives  during  the  year 
were  the  completion  of  the  housing  survey  and  the  re-organisation  of 
the  cleansing  service. 

Routine  visits  continued  in  connection  with  meat  inspection 
and  to  maintain  control  of  the  increased  number  of  moveable  dwellings 
but  it  was  not  possible  also  to  give  proper  attention  to  water  supplies, 
food  premises,  factories  and  petroleum  storage  installations. 

The  office  work  was  carried  out  with  no  clerical  assistance 
and  this  work  included  keeping  the  numerous  records  which  are  required 
and  are  necessary  for  the  administration  of  the  district  and  the 
preparation  of  reports  and  returns. 

Housing. 

Pull  details  relating  to  demolition,  closing  and  repair  of 
houses  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  are  discontinued  in 
this  Report  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  are 
now  provided  with  all  necessary  information  each  quarter,  but  the 
following  is  givens 

Provision  of  new  Housing  Accommodation 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  100 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  30 

Housing  Surveys 

Humber  of  houses  inspected  389 

Summary  of  Action  Taken 

Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  demolition  and  closing  orders 

were  made  8 

Humber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  9 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954*  required  the  Council 
to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval, 
proposals  for  dealing  with  houses  which  were  regarded  as  "unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  suitable  for  demolition.  An  initial  survey  was 
carried  out  of  over  5 00  houses  and  it  was  considered  that  102  of  these 
dwellings  would  require  action  under  Section  II  Housing  Act  193^  and 
that,  including  houses  already  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  122 
houses  may  have  to  be  demolished  within  five  years.  To  deal  with 
this  problem  the  Council  decided  to  allocate  80 ]o  of  all  new  Council 
houses  for  families  willing  to  move  from  these  unfit  houses. 
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The  figures  given  of  unfit  houses  were,  as  required  by 
the  Minister,  an  estimate  and  may  need  amendment  as  detailed  inspections 
proceed.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  for  unfit  houses  to  he  patched 
and  retained  as  temporary  accommodation  during  the  next  five  years, 

A  real  improvement  was  found  in  the  condition  of  cottage 
property  since  the  previous  survey  made  in  1946,  hut  a  great  number  of 
such  dwellings  fall  short  of  the  standard  of  fitness  for  human 
habitation  given  in  the  Act,  particularly  in  respect  of  water  supply, 
drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences, 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

There  was  a  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  caravans 
used  as  holiday  accommodation  and  23  sites  were  approved  for  licence 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  giving  a  known  total 
cf  716  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district.  In  addition  there  are  a 
number  of  tented  camps  used  by  organised  groups  and  many  individual 
tents  and  caravans  which  are  moved  after  a  short  period,  are  not  subject 
to  control  by  licence.  Three  applications  for  licences  were  refused, 

111  visits  were  made  to  single  caravans  and  sites  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  licence  conditions  or  nuisances  were  found. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  from  private  wells,  the  Kessingland  mains  and  new 
mains  in  Wangford,  G-isleham  and  Rushmere  were  despatched  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Norwich  and  the  reports  were  as  follows? 


Highly  satisfactory 

•  e  0  • 

16 

Satisfactory 

©  0  •  a 

25 

Suspicious 

0  0  9*) 

6 

Unsatisfactory 

9  0  0  0 

31 

Chemical  samples  from  the  Henstead  and  Nordals  wells 
supplying  the  Council's  mains  in  the  parish  of  Kessingland,  were  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  very  suitable  for  drinking  and  general 
purposes,  but  the  Nordals  sample  again  showed  an  increase  in  the  salinity. 
These  wells  will  not  be  required  when  the  new  main  from  Shadingfield  is 
completed  and  connected  to  Kessingland, 

108  samples  of  well  water  for  examination  for  nitrate  content 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  he  reported  on  the  suitability 
of  these  waters  for  infant  feeding.  The  routine  enquiries,  sampling 
and  publicity  given  to  this  matter  have  made  the  danger  of  using  a 
well  water  with  high  nitrate  content  for  infant  feeding,  known  to  most 
mothers. 

It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  a  full  investigation  of  the 
water  supplies  of  any  parish  where  a  main  supply  is  available,  but  a 
number  of  dwellings  are  still  using  well  waters  of  doubtful  quality. 
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Where  a  public  supply  of  water  is  reasonably  accessible,  each  house 
must  have  a  piped  supply  inside  the  house  (Section  30  Water  Act  1945) 
and  the  expense  of  connecting  to  the  main  should  not  deter  owners  from 
providing  this  primary  necessity.  It  is  permissible  for  an  owner  to 
obtain  an  increased  rent  for  this  improvement  to  a  house. 


MEAT  INSPECTION o 

Seven  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  and  used  and 
the  following  details  are  given  of  carcases  and  offals  inspected  in 
these  premises? 

Shoep 

Number  of  Animals  Cattle  Cows  Calves  &  Pigs 

Lambs 

Killed  791  35  10  316  6342 

Inspected  791  35  10  316  6342 


Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

C 

attle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Number  of  whole 
carcases  condemned 

_ 

4 

Number  of  carcases  of 
which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

313 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Number  of  whole 
carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  carcases  of 
which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

92 

1 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Number  of  cardases  of 
which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  4 

Number  of  carcases 
submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

4 

Pigs 


6 

203 


1 


102 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  amounted  tos- 


4  tons.  13  cwts.  85  lbs. 


Visits  to  slaughterhouses  numbered  1017  and  included  inspections 
made  during  evenings,  public  holidays  and  weekends.  The  greater  part  of 
meat  inspected  (7C$  approx.)  was  not  for  consumption  in  this  District. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  and 
offal  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  Suffolk  Pat  &  Bone  Company 
who  processed  this  material  at  the  Factory  at  Oulton.  Arrangements  were 
made  at  the  request  of  the  meat  traders  for  payment  fox'  this  condemned  meat 
and  offal  to  be  made  direct  to  the  traders  by  the  Company. 

The  standard  of  quality  of  animals  killed  was  very  good.  No. 
formal  seizure  of  any  diseased  meat  was  necessary. 

9. 


FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  s 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  1 

Ice  cream  retailers  49 

Sausage  and  preserved  food  manufacturers  9 

A  total  of  80  inspections  was  made  of  food  preparing  premise: 
and  food  shops. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  to  Milk  Dealers  to  sell 
designated  milks s 

Pasteurised  14 

Tuberculin  Tested  15 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  cost  of  providing  the  refuse  collection  and  cesspool 
emptying  services  amounted  to  £9030.  12s.  lOd.  The  following  vehicles 
are  useds 


Type . 

Engine 

1. 

750  gall,  cesspool  emptier 

Petrol 

2. 

10  cub.  yd.  refuse  collector 

Petrol 

3* 

10  cub.  yd.  refuse  collector 

Petrol 

4. 

1000  gall,  cesspool  emptier 

Diesel 

5. 

1000  gall,  cesspool  emptier 

Diesel 

Year  of  manufaotv.? 

1947 

1949 

1949 

1950 
1953 


The  vehicles  are  operated  by  a  chargehand  and  eight  men  ana 
work  from  the  Depot  at  Oulton  Broad.  Petrol  was  supplied  from  a  pump 
and  underground  storage  tank  at  the  Depot,  licensed  by  the  Lowestoft 
Borough  Council.  Diesol  was  obtained  from  the  Oulton  Broad  Service 
Station  which  also  carried  out  a  monthly  service  and  checkover  for  four 
vehicles,  the  fifth  was  serviced  at  Sawyer’s  Garage,  Wrentham. 


Refuse  Collection.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  and  in  the 
caravan  camps,  together  with  larger  loads  made  it  necessary  to  review 
this  service  and  a  new  large  capacity  vehicle  was  ordered  for  delivery 
in  May  1956.  Continuous  overtime  was  necessary  throughout  the  year  to 
maintain  the  weekly  service  in  six  parishes,  and  the  fortnightly  service 
in  the  remainder  of  the  district. 


From  records  made  in  June  1955 y  the  following  information 
was  obtained  in  respect  of  each  of  the  two  vehicles s 


Average  weekly  mileage  275 

"  daily  number  of  bins  emptied  290 

"  daily  loads  2.8 

"  weight  of  load  1  ton  6  owt. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  tipped  on  land  adjoining  the 
Reydon  sewage  works,  on  land  in  Carlton  Colville  and  by  arrangement  on  \Y 

tips  of  the  Lowestoft  Borough  Council. 

10. 


Nightsoil.  A  collection  is  given  each  week  to  some  270  properties  in 
Kessingland.  Of  these  houses  180  could  he  connected  to  the  sewer  when 
the  new  extension  and  works  are  completed. 

Cesspool  Emptying.  The  free  service  provided  to  empty  cesspools  and 
septic  tank  drainage  systems  started  the  year  with  a  large  number  of 
outstanding  and  urgent  requests  to  abate  the  nuisance  created  by  sewage 
overflowing  around  and  near  dv^elling-houses .  The  work  was  then  directed 
from  this  office  and  supervised  for  three  months  and  at  the  end  of  this 
period  all  requests  were  being  dealt  with  speedily  and  efficiently.  The 
weekly  quantity  of  sewage  removed,  increased  from  95*000  gallons  per  week 
to  130,000  gallons,  and  of  this  latter  figure  approximately  70,000  gallons 
per  week  was  regularly  removed  from  the  cesspools  of  Council  houses. 
Unfortunately  little  thought  seems  to  have  been  given  to  the  siting  of 
cesspools  in  many  cases,  and  they  are  often  in  positions  far  from  the  road 
and  difficult  to  empty.  No  sewerage  schemes  were  completed  and  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  requiring  service. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Test  baiting  was  carried  out  in  all  public  sewers  in  co-operation 
with  a  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
and  again  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation  was  found.  The  following 
treatments  were  carried  out  s 

Dwelling  houses.  Farms .  Other  Premises. 

375  58  92 

The  rodent  operative  dealt  with  inspections  and  treatments  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  and  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 

Ministry. 


I  am,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RALPH  GROAT. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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